
ABOUT THE DISPLAY
People of the Pacific Northwest have deep and 
complicated connections with forests. We value 
forests for their wood, waters, and wildlife. We 
go to them for recreation and renewal. We relish 
our vistas of forested mountains in the distance. 
The great stature and vitality of old forests inspire 
wonder in us. Everyone in Corvallis and the greater 
Pacific Northwest community is connected with 
forests in vital ways. We love the forest for what it is 
and for all it provides. While our inquiries—scientific, 
moral, and artistic—seem so preliminary, tentative, 
and meager, they are ever evolving and growing.

The Heartwood exhibit has two organizational 
threads. The first features our many terms of 
engagement with the forest – the forest as habitat,  
provider, laboratory, sanctuary, studio, and 
classroom. These engagements have diversified and 
deepened over time, as represented by the second 
thread: a timeline of dominant forest systems, 
events, issues, and legislation.  H E A RT WO O D :  
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THE FOREST  
IS MANY THINGS.
habitat  
Pacific Northwest rainforests are 
home to a profusion of life. Thousands 
of invertebrate species, hundreds of 
species of lichens, mosses, liverworts 
find refuge, but only a handful of tree 
species––all evergreen conifers––
dominate the forest.

provider  
Forests have long provided 
indigenous peoples with food, 
building materials, water craft, tools 
and housewares of all sorts, fuel, 
weapons, and totems.  Today people 
depend on forests for wood products, 
high-quality water, edible fungi, sites 
for play and contemplation, carbon 
sequestration, and much more.

laboratory  
Science evolves over time in 
response to new tools, new questions, 
societal influences, and opportunities 
posed by disturbance events. The 
forest is slowly revealing secrets. New 
discoveries await.

sanctuary  
Towering trees, a profusion of greens 
and browns, the murmur of a nearby 
stream–– forests are safe havens for 
quiet contemplation. The soaring 
architecture and the textured quiet 
envelope one in a cathedral-like 
ambiance. The human spirit finds 
comfort in the forest. 

studio  
Artists and writers have long drawn 
inspiration from forests, and their 
works have inspired others and 
shaped public appreciation of forest.  
Scientific discoveries feed artistic 
imagination, and artists’ imaginations 
inspire further appreciation and inquiry.

classroom  
The forest is an amazing teacher, 
but the complexity of species, 
processes, and forest structures can 
make it challenging to sort out the 
lessons. The great age and stature 
of the forest humbles everyone, and 
that humility catalyzes the flow of 
conversations.

DISCOVERY.
FOREST MANAGEMENT.
POLICY. FUTURE.
Engagements with the forest have evolved 
over time. The exhibit’s timeline presents 
dominant forest systems, events, issues, and 
legislation. Forests of the Pacific Northwest 
were terra incognita to European settlers 
until a succession of surveys from the late 
19th to early 20th century gradually revealed 
the extent of forest types and age classes. 
Early in U.S. history, the vast scale of the 
forests of the Oregon Country contributed 
to a belief in the boundlessness of nature 
and its infinite exploitability. Since European 
settlers arrived here in the mid-19th century, 
forest “management” in its broadest sense 
has taken many forms. Practices and policies 
have changed over time in response to new 
information and public perceptions that natural 
resources are finite and fragile. The future 
promises even more change.

Stream ecologist and conservation leader Jim Sedell 
charted an exemplary career trajectory from  
basic research to important influence on policy and 
management of forests and watersheds.  


